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the state of substances in solution and the same in the state
of gas, and so the law of Avogadro-that equal volumes of
different gases at the same temperature and pressure
contain the same number of molecules-was seen to apply to
solutions as well as to gases. This development has given
considerable impetus to the study of the great physiological
processes of the human body. Van’t Hoff’s record of

successful researches is a splendid one, and chemical science
is mourning deeply the loss of one of the most distinguished
labourers in its field.

THE MEDICAL BRANCH OF THE NAVY LEAGUE.

IT is no part of our function to engage upon either side in
the political controversies of the hour. That, however, does
not preclude us from occasionally expressing a word in
favour of causes which all healthy-minded citizens must

necessarily have at heart. We publish this week a letter
from Sir Richard Douglas Powell, in which he draws atten-
tion to the existence of a medical branch of the Navy
League, and recommends it to the notice of the pro-
fession. We are happy to support him. The function
of the Navy League is for the most part educational.
It endeavours to bring before the citizens of our Mother-
land and of her dependencies the part which the navy has I,
played in our past history, and our absolute dependence upon it ’’,
in the present day for our existence as a first-rate power and
as a united empire. Endeavours such as these are surely 
worthy of all the support we can give, and we feel that the
medical branch of the Navy League may well be capable of 
most useful work. The names upon its committee are repre-
sentative of the larger hospitals, and we sincerely hope that
many members of the profession will see their way to joining
the branch and widely extending its scope for usefulness.

PROPER MANAGEMENT OF FOUNDLING
CHILDREN.

Dr. Dwight Chapin of New York read before the Section on 
‘

Pediatrics of the Academy of Medicine at a recent session a
paper dealing with the management of foundling children.
Dr. Chapin’s main argument was that infants should not be
kept in large institutions, on account of the fact that

when they are massed together they die very quickly.
He recommended that foundling infants should be boarded
out, and that they should be overlooked in the house in
which they have been placed by nurses and medical
men. He further proposed that the large institutions and
asylums for the care of babies should be abolished
and that small collecting stations should be substituted for
them. These stations would act merely as clearing houses
in which the infant’s physical condition might be studied for
a day or so. When this had been done and the most suitable

food had been decided upon, the infant would be boarded out

in the vicinity, where it could be under constant oversight by
a physician and a nurse furnished by the station. This plan
has been carried into effect by Dr. Chapin on a small scale
under the auspices of the Speedwell Society, and a station
has been established at Morristown, N.J. In the opera-
tion of this work the aim has been to emphasise the

following features: 1. Boarding out in a district noted for
its healthful conditions. 2. Constant attention to diet and

hygiene on the part of a medical man and nurse who are
familiar with this class of cases and competent to deal with
them. 3. The infants are kept as long as necessary ; in

fact, until feeding is regulated and digestion and assimilation
are improved sufficiently to result in an increase of weight.
The work is contiaaed during the entire year. 4. The

training in a given neighbourhood of a number of foster-
mothers, who by constantly taking such infants into their

homes become fairly expert in handling them under

conditions totally unlike those offered by the best
institutions. The results obtained from the methods prac-
tised at the Speedwell Society Station at Morris-

town have been satisfactory. The death-rate of infants

boarded out in this manner has been less by far than

in large institutions, and the cost has also been con-

siderably less. The justification of institutional care lies in
increase of efficiency by the employment of adequately
trained persons at the least possible cost through the con-
centration of labour and the economic handling of supplies-.
Its chief objection is the lack of individualism and the

blurring of the human personal element by the necessarily
machine-like operation of institutional methods. If the

plan above suggested should prove on more extended trial
to be really less costly than the institutional care of infants,
and the process of training numerous professional mothers"
can be extensively followed, it would seem clearly a decided
improvement at all points on more usual methods.

THE WEATHER OF LAST MONTH.

THE general state of the weather of the last month over
the British Isles, and to a considerable extent over the

continent, underwent a great change after the 13th. During
the earlier days there was scarcely any rain, the dry spell
which set in about Jan. 12th being continued with only a
partial break here and there until the 10th, or for about four
weeks. There was, however, in spite of the dryness, little
sunshine, and many of the days were marked by mist or
a depressing gloom. The temperature, too, was low, and
there was sufficient frost to allow a very brief indulgence
in skating on some of the shallow waters within a few miles
of the metropolis. All parts of the south and south-east of
England recorded sharp or severe frost during the first three
nights ; at Kew Observatory the sheltered thermometer
fell as low as 220, and at Greenwich to 23&deg;. There was

also a return of frost for a few nights after the 9th,
but the day temperature was then relatively high. With the

shift of wind to south and south-west at the beginning of
the unsettled period rain fell in some portion of the kingdom
every day and on many days over the whole of it, but, as so

frequently occurs in this country in winter during unsettled
weather, there were several days of brilliant sunshine and

many more with quite a fair quantity, while the air, sweeping
across the country from the south-west or west, often at

the rate of between 20 and 30 miles an hour and sometimes
between 35 and 45 miles an hour, had no time to lose its

Atlantic mildness, and the temperature of both day and
night was much above the ordinary figure for the time

of year. The frequent rain was not at all heavy
except at times in the West of Scotland, and con-

sidered as a whole the aggregate fall was below the

normal for February. And the normal February, in spite
of the old adage about" fill-dyke," is about the driest
month of the 12 in almost all parts of these islands. At Rew

Observatory the sheltered thermometer descended below the
freezing point on eight nights, and at Greenwich and

Hampstead on seven, while on ten afternoons the tempera’
ture was as high as 500 or above at Kew and Greenwich
and on nine at Hampstead. Owing to the occasional cloud-
less or nearly cloudless skies after the llth the sunshine was
in excess of the average in some parts of of the kingdom, the
excess being especially large in London. At Westminster
the total number of hours was 54, or 20 more than the average;
at Greenwich the number was 64 hours, or seven more than the
average ; at Kew 67 hours, also seven more than the average 
while at Hampstead, where the observations do not yet afford
a trustworthy average, there were 70 hours. The latter


